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As you leaf through the Barnstable County Supply Catalog for FY ’08, you may notice a few new items have been added.  One of the biggest additions is the pricing of toner cartridges.  The Purchasing Department worked very hard this past Spring to come up with a list of frequently purchased toner cartridges, not only from County Departments, but through Town orders as well.  That list was put out to bid and we got some very competitive pricing on the majority of the toners ordered through the Purchasing Department.  If you have a cartridge that is not listed specifically, fear not, as we also bid a percentage off toners that are not listed.  





The previous three year contract for Office Supplies with WB Mason expired as of June 30th, which made it necessary to go back out to bid.  However, WB Mason again was the vendor offering the lowest overall pricing.  The new contract offers a 56.26% discount off many of the items in their catalog and the low pricing on the expanded list of items in the Market Basket.  As a result, you may notice that the prices are higher, but rest assured, they are still very good prices when compared to the other prices submitted by other vendors, as well as the prices on State contract.





Don’t forget that Town Departments can place their orders directly on the County website at: � HYPERLINK "http://purchasing.barnstablecounty.org" ��http://purchasing.barnstablecounty.org�  Contact Elaine or Tricia at (508) 375-6637 to set up an account if you have not already done so.  











































































































TOWNS OPT FOR GREENER FUEL





Barnstable County has been participating in the Cape Cod Renewable Fuels Partnership - a working group organized by Congressman Bill Delahunt seeking to reduce our dependence on foreign oil.  Due to the influence of this group, the Barnstable County Purchasing Department included biodiesel for the first time on the County Collaborative Bid for Diesel Fuel.  Three towns, Barnstable, Harwich, and Provincetown took advantage of the opportunity and made an important step in achieving energy independence by purchasing a B5 biodiesel blend.  B5 is a blend of 5% biodiesel produced from vegetable oils and 95% diesel fuel. These purchases amounted to approximately one third of the total gallons purchased through the bid, resulting in a competitive bid where the B5 biodiesel came in at the same price as regular diesel fuel for the fixed price option.  This combined "green" purchasing power also resulted in greater regional demand for a renewable fuel which in turn will lead to greater production, economies of scale and, hopefully, reduced renewable fuel cost as a fledgling industry grows to meet demand and reduce our dependency on foreign oil.





Utilizing biodiesel fuel results in reduced emissions and is actually better for engines as it provides lubricity that was formerly provided by sulfur - a substance greatly reduced in the current Ultra Low Sulfur fuel mandated today.  Biodiesel also helps with the release of carbon to the atmosphere.  Rather than release "new" carbon from buried oil deposits into the atmosphere, energy from biofuels is recycled by plants to be used as energy again.  Additionally, most equipment currently using diesel fuel does not require any modification to make the change to a B20 or lower blend of biodiesel and because most products produced to create biodiesel are domestically produced, it adds stability to the nation’s energy supply and provides new outlets for the nation’s agricultural products.


                                                                                                                        


Biodiesel blends have been used successfully in the vehicles at the Cape Cod National Seashore for two years and the Falmouth/Wood’s Hole buses at the Steamship Authority for one and one half years.  Keene, New Hampshire has been a leader in cold weather Biodiesel use, using the fuel in their fleet, including highway, parks, recreational and emergency services vehicles.  To date, none of these entities or those who have purchased through the County bid have reported problems related to the use of biodiesel in their vehicles.  As part of former Governor Romney’s Energy Plan, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has mandated the use of B5 - B20 Biodiesel by state agencies and the use of a minimum of B3 bioheat fuel in #2 heating oil applications starting in the winter of ’07 – ’08.





Next Spring, Cape towns will have another chance to switch to biodiesel for their fleet use through the County Bid for diesel fuel, as well as for use in their heating through the Barnstable County bid for Fuel Oil.





For more information on the Renewable Fuels Partnership, contact Clay Schofield at (508) 375 - 6698. 
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The Operational Services Division has awarded a bid for clothing and uniforms, including athletic wear and outerwear.  A large selection of styles and colors is available and all are first quality, prepackaged   products.  Awarded bidders offer a discount off their catalog pricing and will meet with you to establish your exact needs.  Purchasers will be able to customize the program to fit their needs while using the buying power of the Commonwealth to control costs.  For more information, go to the Comm-Pass website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.comm-pass.com" ��www.comm-pass.com� and search for contract # CLT06. 















































































































































WHAT’S NEW IN THE BARNSTABLE COUNTY BID CATALOG













































































































































































Barnstable County Purchasing, PO Box 427, Barnstable, MA  02630


http://purchasing.barnstablecounty.org   email: edav@barnstablecounty.org


Phone: (508) 375-6637     Fax: (508) 362-4136



































30B QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS


One hour prior to a bid opening, a delivery service called stating that it had a bid that was to be delivered for the bid opening, but the delivery service would be unable to deliver the bid on time.  Must the bidder be rejected as non-responsive?


Yes, any bid delivered after the due date and time is non-responsive to the specifications.  It does not matter if the bid was late due to bidder error or an error on the part of a third party charged with delivery of the bid.


Must a bid that fails to provide a fixed price, but instead provides an amount to be added or subtracted from the best bid be rejected?  


The IG’s Office is of the opinion that a bid that fails to state a fixed bid price should be rejected in that such a bid violates the principles of fair and open competition for public contracts.  Bidders should submit fixed bid prices that can be meaningfully compared.  If a bidder offers an amount to be subtracted from the low bidders’ price (or conversely, added to the highest price), then that bidder does not bear the same risk of rejection.  If there is a situation where there is only one bid, and that bid is a price to be subtracted from (or added to) the best bid, there would be no ascertainable bid prices at all.  Such bids would leave the awarding authority vulnerable to bid protests.


				These questions and responses are excerpted from the IG’s Procurement Bulletin
































































































































CLOTHING ITEMS NOW AVAILABLE THROUGH STATE CONTRACT


                                                                                                          






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































