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In the fall of 2005, Barnstable County Complex began working toward compliance of the recycling mandate handed down by the Barnstable County Commissioners, to recycle work-waste and create a sustainable workplace. With the cooperation of AmeriCorp and Cape Cod Cooperative Extension, all state and county offices were set up for recycling. Staff members were trained and questions answered.  A contact person from each department was delegated as the point person for recycling.  As of the spring of 2006, all County Complex office staff practice recycling in their workplaces.  Recycling now includes paper and cardboard, envelopes and magazines, newspapers and phonebooks, toner cartridges, rechargeable batteries, and cell phones.  In a late winter recycling contest between offices, work-waste quantities were tallied and the recycling results are promising.  Superior Court Clerks won the recycling contest by a landslide, closely followed by the Land Court branch of the Registry of Deeds.  The winners and runners-up were treated to a bountiful continental breakfast, catered by the Village Landing and hosted by the Cape Cod Cooperative Extension.  For a full list of recyclable products, please visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.barnstablecounty.org" ��http://www.barnstablecounty.org�.  





For additional questions, concerns, or recycling supplies, please call 508-375-6699 and speak with Marilyn Lopes or email her at: mlopes@umext.umass.edu.  By reducing the work-waste volume, Barnstable County practices sustainability in the workplace.  This is exciting and timely and your participation is appreciated.  Sustainability makes $ense.



















































































RECYCLING EFFORTS PAY OFF





Bidding Basics 101





What is Chapter 30B?  Who is a sole source and how do I know?  When do I go out to bid and when do I get quotes?  Find out the answers to these and other frequently asked purchasing questions at the Bidding Basics Training being held on May 5th from 1:00 – 4:00 in the Assembly of Delegates Chamber.  The seminar, presented by Angela Atchue, Deputy Counsel for the Inspector General’s Office will include an overview of the basics needed to understand public purchasing for local governmental bodies.  The seminar’s emphasis is on Chapter 30B (supplies and services), with a brief overview of other public bidding laws governing designer selection, public construction and public works projects.  





For more information or to register, contact Kara in the Commissioners Office.
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State Contract OFF11 now offers substantial savings on next day and second day express delivery services through UPS.  Savings of up to 55% off commercial list price for a variety of next day deliveries are offered through this contract.  To set up your account so that you are receiving state contract pricing or to establish a new account, contact Bill Mello, UPS Account Executive at (617) 923-3154 ext. 3189 and reference National Account Number 0006503010.  You will need to allow five (5) business days for rates to go into effect.  UPS provides a drop off box stocked with forms and supplies located outside the Probate Court. 


All Departments are strongly encouraged to utilize this State Contract and take advantage of this substantial cost savings.

















I contacted a vendor on the State Contract list to purchase some items but was told I was unable to use the price that is listed.  


Although the federal government now permits state and local governments to purchase from federal General Services Administration (GSA) contracts, there is no exemption in Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 30B for these purchases.  If you want to purchase a supply from a GSA vendor and the cost is $5,000.00 or more, but less than $25,000.00 you may use the GSA vendor’s prices as a price quotation and solicit at least two more price quotations.  


If you wish to make a purchase from a GSA vendor and the price is $25,000.00 or more, you must still comply with the Invitation for Bids or Request for Proposals process set forth in Chapter 30B.  However, you may require as part of your criteria that bidders offer the supply or service at the GSA price or lower.





Are vendors with whom we have a current contract or state contract allowed to increase their prices or charge a fuel surcharge due to the recent increases in the cost of fuel?


Chapter 30B does not allow vendors or local governments to amend or modify existing contracts by increasing shipping or delivery charges, nor does it allow for increasing prices for supplies or services.  Although, the cost of both gas and fuel oil have increased, vendors can not legally amend existing contracts to reflect such increases, unless the contracts have existing fuel escalation clauses written into them.  Such a clause would have had to have been in the original specifications and, thereafter, incorporated into the executed contract.  


If you have received an invoice from a vendor with whom we have a contract, or who is on statewide contract which includes a fuel surcharge, do not pay the increased cost and contact Elaine in Purchasing.








 











� HYPERLINK "http://www.comm-pass.com" ��http://www.comm-pass.com�





First click on “search for a contract”.  From here you can search by keyword, a list of topics, or contract number.  Once you find the contract you are looking for, you can access contact information for the awarded vendors by clicking on the “vendor” tab.  In many cases the prices are there for you to review.


The County Purchasing Department uses this site frequently to search for items that are not on the County bids.  Purchasing through state contracts makes sense and is one way to be sure your purchases are in compliance with Massachusetts General Laws.








   





























































































































































































































































































































Barnstable County Purchasing, PO Box 427, Barnstable, MA  02630


http://purchasing.barnstablecounty.org   email: edav@barnstablecounty.org


Phone: (508) 375-6637     Fax: (508) 362-4136



































Why should I buy EPPs if I already recycle?  


Recycling does not end at the curbside or in the blue bin – it begins there.  We are faced everyday with the reality that many of the products we buy can cause damage to the environment or public health.  Purchasing EPPs serves to reduce those impacts and is often much less costly than trying to clean up after the damage is done.  For example:


Purchasing products made with recycled content reduces the need to extract raw materials, such as petroleum, trees or metals, and, in general, use less water and energy.


Purchasing products manufactured using fewer toxic ingredients, reduces damage caused through accidental spills and improper disposal.  It also reduces the risk to workers handling the products, and the risks posed to building occupants.


Purchasing products that are energy efficient, helps to reduce energy consumption, which in turn lowers our emissions of sulphur dioxide (which causes acid rain) and carbon dioxide (a primary greenhouse gas).


Can buying EPPs save me money?


Absolutely.  Cost savings associated with EPPs may occur at various levels: the point of purchase, during the use of the product or during the operation of equipment and/or at the time of disposal.  Some examples:


Remanufactured toner cartridges can save buyers anywhere from 30 – 60% off of the purchase price of original manufacturer brands.


Energy efficient (Energy Star) lighting and equipment can significantly reduce your electric bills.


Green Cleaning Products traditionally do not cost more than harsh chemical cleaners, but they have been shown to reduce the risk of health issues and accidents to workers, thus indirectly saving money in lost work time and insurance payments.


Hybrid vehicles increase your MPG, saving money at the pump


Retread tires cost on an average 30 to 50 percent less than comparable new tire.


There are many Environmentally Preferable Products on Statewide Contracts.  For a copy of the EPP Catalog or to find out if an EPP product is on State Contract, contact Elaine in Purchasing.


Taken from the Statewide Contract Information Bulletin











The Massachusetts Operational Services Division is frequently soliciting new contracts for goods and services available for use by municipal departments, as well as updating those already in existence.  Below is some information on a few new contracts as well as some contracts that you may be interested in learning more about:


IT HARDWARE SUPPLIES AND ACCESSORIES: ITC08 offers many supplies for computer equipment, including, but not limited to PDA’s, power protection, memory drives, scanners, tape drives, and hard drives.


TONER CARTRIDGES, REMANUFACTURED: OFF16 offers remanufactured and other supplies for printers and fax machines.  The remanufactured supplies available under this contract comply with a stringent remanufacturing process and product quality specifications.  Customers can be assured that equipment warranties, including HP, will not be voided using remanufactured brands.  The products carry satisfaction guarantees.  Contractors are also responsible for making any necessary repairs and/or replacements for any printers or parts damaged by a faulty cartridge.  Remanufactured cartridges represent a significant (30 – 60%) cost savings over competing OEM products.  These cartridges reduce the amount of waste going to landfills and incinerators and the need for manufacturing new plastics, through the reuse of empty plastic casings.  Contractors on OFF16 will take back all used cartridges for recycling.


MULTI-MEDIA EQUIPMENT, SYSTEMS AND SERVICES: OFF18 was awarded this Fall to replace the previous Audiovisual Contract.  The highlights of this new contract include the newest technology available in surveillance and video conferencing, including digital cameras and camcorders.  


























































































































Get Your Packages There Overnight and Save Money    























Buying Environmentally Preferable Products (EPP)



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 





























Submitted by Kalliope Egloff, Cooperative Extension







































































































































































