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You will soon be able to say “Good-Bye” to the colorful four-part purchase orders you are used to using!  As most of you are aware Barnstable County has purchased a new financial management software system, MUNIS which will replace the current Fundsense system.  With the “Go Live” date anticipated in January, the Finance Department has been busily working to have all the information input into the system to ensure a smooth transition.  





Some of the changes you will see immediately from the Purchasing Department will include a new purchase order format and the ability to receive your purchase orders via e-mail.  Once all departments have been trained, you will be able to enter your purchase requisitions from your computer and send them to the purchasing department after they have the appropriate approval from either the Department Manager or authorized personnel.  





Along with the new system come changes in vendor numbers and account codes.  A new Chart of Accounts will be sent to all departments so that those who are involved in budgeting processes can become familiar with the new codes for their department.  Briana will also be sending the new list of vendor codes to all departments.


 


The current plan is to have all departments trained in the Spring for direct input.  Once everyone is up and running, all departments will have the ability to enter purchase orders and payroll hours directly into the system, as well as have up to date access to the system.





The new finance system will be a big change for all and with all new changes, there are new challenges.  However, when all is said and done, it will be a positive change, streamlining the purchasing, payroll and budgeting process.  We ask for your patience and cooperation while we undergo this transition.





















































SEE PAGE 2 FOR INFORMATION ON USING 


STATE-WIDE CONTRACT AND FOR ANSWERS TO SOME FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS



































MUNIS IS COMING





Happy Holidays from the Purchasing Department!





Barnstable County Holiday Schedule


Friday, December 23, 2005 – All County Offices Closed


Monday, December 26, 2005 – All County Offices Closed


Monday, January 2, 2006 – All County Offices Closed
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Can items be purchased from a GSA contract without soliciting quotes or going out to bid?


Although the federal government now permits state and local governments to purchase from federal General Services Administration (GSA) contracts, there is no exemption in Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 30B for these purchases.  If you want to purchase a supply from a GSA vendor and the cost is $5,000.00 or more, but less than $25,000.00 you may use the GSA vendor’s prices as a price quotation and solicit at least two more price quotations.  


If you wish to make a purchase from a GSA vendor and the price is $25,000.00 or more, you must still comply with the Invitation for Bids or Request for Proposals process set forth in Chapter 30B.  However, you may require as part of your criteria that bidders offer the supply or service at the GSA price or lower.





Are vendors with whom we have a current contract or state contract allowed to increase their prices or charge a fuel surcharge due to the recent increases in the cost of fuel?


Chapter 30B does not allow vendors or local governments to amend or modify existing contracts by increasing shipping or delivery charges, nor does it allow for increasing prices for supplies or services.  Although, the cost of both gas and fuel oil have increased, vendors can not legally amend existing contracts to reflect such increases, unless the contracts have existing fuel escalation clauses written into them.  Such a clause would have had to have been in the original specifications and, thereafter, incorporated into the executed contract.  


If you have received an invoice from a vendor with whom we have a contract, or who is on statewide contract which includes a fuel surcharge, do not pay the increased cost and contact Elaine in Purchasing.








 











� HYPERLINK "http://www.comm-pass.com" ��http://www.comm-pass.com�





First click on “search for a contract”.  From here you can search by keyword, a list of topics, or contract number.  Once you find the contract you are looking for, you can access contact information for the awarded vendors by clicking on the “vendor” tab.  In many cases the prices are there for you to review.


The County Purchasing Department uses this site frequently to search for items that are not on the County bids.  Purchasing through state contracts makes sense and is one way to be sure your purchases are in compliance with Massachusetts General Laws.








   





























































































































































































































































































































Barnstable County Purchasing, PO Box 427, Barnstable, MA  02630


http://purchasing.barnstablecounty.org   email: edav@barnstablecounty.org


Phone: (508) 375-6637     Fax: (508) 362-4136



































The Massachusetts Operational Services Division is frequently soliciting new contracts for goods and services available for use by municipal departments, as well as updating those already in existence.  Below is some information on a few new contracts as well as some contracts that you may be interested in learning more about:


EXPRESS DELIVERY SERVICES:  OFF11 provides for Express, Next Day and Second Day Delivery Services through United Parcel Service (UPS) at special rates for Commonwealth contract users.  


IT HARDWARE SUPPLIES AND ACCESSORIES: ITC08 offers many supplies for computer equipment, including, but not limited to PDA’s, power protection, memory drives, scanners, tape drives, and hard drives.


TONER CARTRIDGES, REMANUFACTURED: OFF16 offers remanufactured and other supplies for printers and fax machines.  The remanufactured supplies available under this contract comply with a stringent remanufacturing process and product quality specifications.  Customers can be assured that equipment warranties, including HP, will not be voided using remanufactured brands.  The products carry satisfaction guarantees.  Contractors are also responsible for making any necessary repairs and/or replacements for any printers or parts damaged by a faulty cartridge.  Remanufactured cartridges represent a significant (30 – 60%) cost savings over competing OEM products.  These cartridges reduce the amount of waste going to landfills and incinerators and the need for manufacturing new plastics, through the reuse of empty plastic casings.  Contractors on OFF16 will take back all used cartridges for recycling.


MULTI-MEDIA EQUIPMENT, SYSTEMS AND SERVICES: OFF18 was awarded this Fall to replace the previous Audiovisual Contract.  The highlights of this new contract include the newest technology available in surveillance and video conferencing, including digital cameras and camcorders.  





























































































































Frequently Asked Questions


                                                                                                          























WHAT’S AVAILABLE THROUGH STATE CONTRACTS?

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































